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(54) Diversity reception method and diversity receivers 



(57) A diversity receiver for receiving digital signals 
has a soft-decision decoder in each of its receiving sec- 
tions, to provide confidence values for the received de- 
coded digital values, and combines the values from the 
receiving sections in dependence upon the confidence 
values. The receiver is especially suitable for use with 
COFDM, and has two sections, the outputs of which are 
applied to a soft-decision combiner (32) which combines 
the signals in dependence upon confidence values re-, 
ceived from the demodulators (24a, 24b). The output is 



then applied to a Viterbi decoder (34). The combining 
can simply involve switching but preferably involves av- 
eraging. Synchronisation and squelching can be provid- 
ed. The system can be used with frequency diversity, 
spatial or polarisation diversity, or with antenna pattern 
diversity, in which case it can constitute an automatic 
rotator. The system automatically switches between dif- 
ferent types of diversity reception, e.g. frequency and 
spatial diversity, in dependence upon the received sig- 
nal quality. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] This invention relates to a method of diversity 
reception of transmitted radio-frequency signals and to 
receivers for use in the method. 
[0002] Diversity reception is a technique that has of- 
ten been used, particularly for mobile reception of sig- 
nals. Typically, it involves two (or more) receiving anten- 
nas, and some signal processing to combine the re- 
ceived signals. The two antennas are generally located 
so that they can receive different versions of the same 
transmitted signals. This may be done for example by 
placing them a short distance apart (antenna spatial di- 
versity), or by using antennas with different polarisation 
(antenna polarisation diversity) or radiation pattern (an- 
tenna pattern diversity). Frequency diversity is also 
known in which the signal is transmitted on two frequen- 
cies; in this case a single antenna may suffice connect- 
ed to two tuners. 

[0003] United States Patent US-A-5 ,345,600 de- 
scribes a time and frequency diversity system which us- 
es re-transmission of signals in poor signal conditions 
and requires transmission from the 'receiver' back to the 
'transmitter'. European Patent Application EP-A-766 
414 describes another transceiver using space and po- 
larisation diversity, the manner of operation not being 
specified. 

[0004] Strictly speaking, if the signal paths are such 
that only one of the antennas is capable of receiving a 
signal at any one time, then this is not a diversity system, 
but a system with extended coverage capabilities. How- 
ever, such a system is regarded as being a diversity sys- 
tem within the meaning of the term as used in this spec- 
ification. In any event, in practice it is likely that local 
reflections will always ensure that both antennas re- 
ceive some signals. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The invention in its various aspects is defined 
in the independent claims below to which reference 
should now be made. Advantageous features are set 
forth in the appendant claims. 

[0006] A preferred embodiment of the invention is de- 
scribed in more detail below with reference to the draw- 
ings. In this embodiment, designed in the context of 
broadcast COFDM signals, a diversity receiver for re- 
ceiving digital signals has a soft-decision decoder in 
each of its receiving sections, to provide confidence val- 
ues for the received decoded digital values, and com- 
bines the values from the receiving sections in depend- 
ence upon the confidence values. The receiver has two 
sections the outputs of which are applied to a soft-deci- 
sion combiner which combines the signals in depend- 
ence upon confidence values received from the tuner/ 
demodulators. The output is then applied to a Viterbi de- 



coder. The combining can simply involve switching but 
preferably involves averaging. Synchronisation and 
squelching can be provided. The system can be used 
with frequency diversity, spatial or polarisation diversity, 
5 or with antenna pattern diversity, in which case it can 
constitute an automatic rotator. The system automati- 
cally selects from all possible diversity sources the two 
sources which provide the best quality signals. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The invention will now be described in more 
detail, by way of example, with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which: 

15 

Figure 1 is a block schematic diagram of a diversity 
receiver for COFDM signals in accordance with this 
invention; and 

Figure 2 illustrates an approximate antenna pattern 
20 of a pair of crossed dipoles which can be used with 
a receiver embodying the invention to provide an 
automatic rotator function. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
25 EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] A system called Coded Orthogonal Frequency 
Division Multiplexing (COFDM) has been developed for 
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) and Digital Terrestrial 

30 Television (known as DVB-T). The bits of each digital 
sample are distributed over a number of carriers at a 
number of different time intervals. The carriers are at 
different evenly-spaced frequencies. The Fast Fourier 
Transform (FFT) of the carriers at each time interval is 

35 taken. The output of each FFT comprises what is known 
as a symbol and a plurality of these are combined into 
a COFDM frame. The frames are then transmitted. The 
distributing of bits of data in frequency and in time gives 
a system which is very error resistant and can cope with 

40 a high degree of multipath distortion. 

[0009] An OFDM transmitter is described in more de- 
tail in European Standard EN 300 744, VI. 1.2 
(1997-08), Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB); Framing 
Structure, channel coding and modulation for digital ter- 

45 restrial television, published by European Telecommu- 
nications Standards Institute (ETSI), Valbonne, France, 
August 1997. 

[0010] A diversity receiver 10 embodying the inven- 
tion and designed for use with COFDM signals will now 

so be described with reference to Figure 1 of the drawings. 
It comprises two antennas (aerials) 20a and 20b con- 
nected respectively to tuners 22a and 22b and OFDM 
demodulation circuits 24a and 24b. Antennas 20a and 
20b are spaced apart so that they may employ antenna 

55 spatial diversity reception; furthermore each radio fre- 
quency tuner is tunable to one of a number of different 
frequencies for use in frequency diversity reception. The 
output of each OFDM demodulation circuit 24a, 24b is 
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applied to a respective pre-processor 26a, 26b. Thus 
the receiver has two radio-frequency "front ends' provid- 
ing two signal outputs. The OFDM demodulators pro- 
vide a confidence level for every sample on every one 
of the many carriers of the COFDM signal. The outputs 5 
of the two pre-processors are applied to a channel- 
state-qualified soft-decision combiner circuit 32, the out- 
put of which is fed to a Viterbi soft-decision decoder 34. 
Finally the output of the Viterbi decoder 34 is applied to 
a post-processor 36 which provides the decoded data 
output at 40. The output of Viterbi decoder is also 
passed to a diversity control circuit 30, which receives 
inputs from pre-processors 26a, 26b. The diversity con- 
troller 30 uses the information received as its inputs to 
programme tuners 22a, 22b. 

[0011] Diversity controller 30 is responsible for dy- 
namically selecting from a number of sources, the two 
sources which provide the best signals to present to tun- 
ers 22a, 22b. Diversity sources could be signals with dif- 
ferent frequencies or antennas with different spatial lo- 
cations, polarisations or radiation patterns. 
[0012] In the embodiment shown in Figure 1, anten- 
nas 20a and 20b are spaced apart, and tuners 22a and 
22b are tunable so that both antenna spatial diversity 
and frequency diversity may be employed in the same 
receiver. The receiver operates using antenna spatial 
diversity, if the diversity controller programmes the tun- 
ers 22a, 22b to operate at the same frequency. Frequen- 
cy diversity however may be employed, if the diversity 
controller programmes the tuners to operate at different 
frequencies. Thus the diversity mode of signal reception 
can be dynamically changed by the diversity controller. 
In the frequency diversity mode the two antennas are in 
fact spaced apart but that is not then of any substantial 
significance. 

[0013] The way in which spatial and frequency diver- 
sity are used together in the preferred embodiment will 
now be described in more detail. 
[0014] The system illustrated in Figure 1 employs two 
physically separated antennas and two receiver chains, 
and can therefore employ either frequency diversity or 
space diversity on the same frequency. The only differ- 
ence is whether the two tuners are tuned to the same 
or different frequencies. Suppose frequency diversity is 
in use, but the receiver decides, using the channel state 
information (CSI) measures, that one of the frequencies 
is not contributing much of any use, maybe it is even 
'squelched out' already. In that case the squelched re- 
ceiver could be retuned to the single known-to-be work- 
ing frequency, and, as soon as it synchronises and un- 
squelches, it will contribute as a working partner in 
space diversity. If the receiver then detects that things 
are again getting bad overall (which it may again do us- 
ing CSI), it tells one of the two (currently space diversity) 
receivers to go off to another frequency. If it unsquelches 
on arrival, then frequency diversity is working. If the CSI 
shows that the new frequency is working much better 
than the first, then both receivers can be switched to it 



and space diversity used again. If it is merely compara- 
ble the system stays in frequency diversity mode. If the 
new frequency is even worse than the first, then the sys- 
tem switches back to space diversity on the first frequen- 
cy. In all this the decoded data stream need never be 
interrupted, unless neither frequency is any good at all, 
since one of the receivers will still be receiving a signal 
while the other is being switched. 
[0015] Determining which diversity source provides 
the best signal, and switching between the different di- 
versity sources, is the responsibility of the diversity con- 
trol circuit. In the preferred embodiment, the diversity 
controller receives channel state information from the 
OFDM demodulators, together with indications from the 
error corrector of the approximate error rate being en- 
countered. For use in frequency diversity reception, it 
also receives synchronisation flag signals and an indi- 
cation of whether or not the received signal is intended 
for reception at the diversity receiver or not. Based on 
its determination of signal quality, the diversity controller 
programmes frequencies into the tuners to cause them 
to operate on either the same frequency, thereby em- 
ploying spatial diversity, or on different frequencies, to 
employ frequency diversity. 

[0016] With a diversity system of the type illustrated 
in Figure 1 , in each demodulator section every demod- 
ulated data bit has its own confidence value and is treat- 
ed independently by the diversity system, allowing the 
diversity system always to use the best available signal. 
Where the signals are COFDM signals, this applies to 
every demodulated data bit on every one of the carriers. 
[0017] The detailed operation of the circuit of Figure 
1 is discussed in more detail in our United Kingdom Pat- 
ent Application 9908675.3 and in European Patent Ap- 
plication 00 of even date entitled: Diversity Reception 
Method and Diversity Receivers used with OFDM Sig- 
nals. Reference should be made thereto for further de- 
tails of the construction and operation of the circuit. 
[0018] Although in the preferred embodiment, the 
system is configured only to employ spatial and frequen- 
cy diversity modes of reception, the use of a diversity 
controller makes it possible for a single receiver to em- 
ploy any kind of diversity reception. In alternative em- 
bodiments, for example, the diversity controller may op- 
erate by selecting from a number of different antennas 
the antennas to which the tuners 22a, 22b are connect- 
ed, thereby allowing antenna polarisation and/or anten- 
na pattern diversity modes to be also employed. 
[0019] The use of a diversity controller may allow 
therefore an adaptive diversity receiver which may op- 
erate in one or more different diversity modes in accord- 
ance with a plurality of different diversity types, such as 
frequency diversity, antenna spatial diversity, antenna 
polarisation diversity and antenna pattern diversity. The 
receiver is equipped to monitor the quality of the re- 
ceived signals, which may be digital or analogue so far 
as this feature is concerned, and to respond to the signal 
quality going below a predetermined level to cause a 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



3 



5 



EP 1 045 531 A2 



6 



change in the diversity mode, that is the type of diversity 
being used by the receiver. The measure of signal qual- 
ity can be derived from the confidence values, from the 
CSI, or from the mean error rate as determined by an 
error corrector. s 
[0020] The diversity controller has been described as 
receiving inputs from pre-processors 26a, 26b, and 
channel state information from each 'front end' from Vi- 
terbi decoder 34. It is possible however that the diversity 
controller may operate by monitoring other indications io 
of source performance, such as signal strength, the Bit- 
Error-Ratio (BER) after the Viterbi decoder or the pre- 
Viterbi decoder BER. 

[0021] The system of Figure 1 allows for both seam- 
less switching and optimum combination of the input da- *5 
ta signals, making them appropriate for a variety of types 
of diversity. Types of diversity reception will be de- 
scribed next in more detail. 

[0022] For frequency diversity reception to be em- 
ployed, the signal will be transmitted on more than one 20 
frequency; this sometimes happens in the overlap areas 
between two transmitters, or as is common practice in 
short wave (HF) broadcasting. This is done because of 
the large coverage areas and vagaries of predicting 
which frequency band will propagate well on a given 25 
day. Sometimes multiple frequencies are used in the 
same band, perhaps partly as a strategy to avoid inter- 
ference, deliberate or otherwise. 
[0023] In such a frequency diversity system, two or 
more signals for the diversity receiver are formed from 30 
tuners working at different frequencies. The receiver 
then simply makes the task of combining these signals 
together a seamless one, which should result in no dis- 
turbance on the decoded output signal. The signals that 
are broadcast on the two or more frequencies should be 35 
suitably constrained. In theory this means that the two 
signals need to be co-timed, and to be identical except 
for the broadcast centre frequency. In practice such a 
constraint is not fully necessary. 

[0024] Firstly the two signals need only be "closely" *o 
timed, so that any variation in timing of the signals re- 
ceived by the diversity receiver is less than the delay 
that can be inserted by the synchronisation process de- 
scribed above. 

[0025] Secondly, the signals should be transmitted in 45 
such a way that the appropriate re-timing signals can be 
recovered in the receiver. One way to achieve this is to 
broadcast all the signals on the different frequencies 
with the same relationship between the data bits on the 
one hand, and the OFDM symbol, frame, superframe 50 
etc. on the other hand. This is very similar to the process 
that is required to synchronise OFDM single frequency 
networks (SFN). A means of achieving this for DVB-T 
signals is given by the Mega-frame Initialization Packet 
(MIP) specification: ETSI Technical Standard, Digital 55 
Video Broadcasting (DVB); DVB mega-frame for Single 
Frequency Network (SFN) synchronization; ETSI tech- 
nical standard TS 101 191 V 1.2.1 (1998-04), European 



Telecommunications Standards Institute, April 1998. 
[0026] Thirdly, it is not necessary for any reference in- 
formation transmitted with the OFDM signal to be iden- 
tical between the transmissions on different frequen- 
cies. For example, in the DVB-T system, reference in- 
formation is inserted as pilot data cells, namely scat- 
tered, continual and transmission parameter signalling 
(TPS) pilots, and these need not be identical, since the 
demodulators remove this reference information before 
producing the soft decisions. For example, the reserved 
TPS bits could be used differently on different frequen- 
cies without adverse affect on the diversity system. This 
principle can be extended further, so that 2K modulation 
can be used on one frequency and 8K on another, pro- 
vided that a means of synchronisation is left open to the 
receiver. 

[0027] In any event, the same data should be coded 
through the same convolutional coder, or identical con- 
volution^ coders, before being conveyed by diverse 
routes to the receivers. 

[0028] Antenna pattern diversity is illustrated in Figure 
2. Consider the simple example of a pair of crossed di- 
poles. Each has a figure-of-eight antenna pattern, as 
shown in Figure 2 by solid and dotted lines, respectively. 
If these two antennas are connected to the two inputs 
of a diversity receiver embodying the invention, the re- 
ceiver will automatically select the most appropriate 
combination of receivers (i.e. dipoles) to use. 
[0029] If for example a signal is being received mainly 
from the East or West directions, the dotted line antenna 
will be favoured. Conversely, for the North or South di- 
rections the solid line antenna will be favoured. Equally, 
a combination of the two can be used for intermediate 
directions. In effect an automatic rotator has been 
formed. 

[0030] For a conventional maximal-ratio diversity sys- 
tem using antennas as illustrated in Figure 2, a weighted 
sum of the signals to the two antennas would be used, 
with the weighting factor depending on the appropriate 
signal-to-noise ratio. As mentioned above, this requires 
the formation of a relatively long-term average value for 
the weighting factors. With the diversity system now pro- 
posed, every demodulated data bit is treated independ- 
ently by the diversity system, allowing extremely rapid 
movement from one antenna to the next. 
[0031 ] As noted above, strictly speaking, if the signal 
paths are such that only one of the antennas is capable 
of receiving a signal at any one time, then this is not a 
diversity system, but a system with extended coverage 
capabilities. In practice, with the example above, it is 
likely that local reflections will always ensure that both 
antennas receive some signals. 
[0032] This antenna pattern diversity technique could 
be extended to a system with more antennas, where 
each would have a significant gain, increasing the signal 
level into each antenna, and therefore further improving 
the reception capabilities of the overall system. 
[0033] It can be seen that the diversity systems de- 
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scribed and illustrated can be used in many mobile data 
transmission applications, including DVB-T, DAB, DRM 
(Digital Radio Mondiale) and systems such as radio 
cameras. The technique does not depend specifically 
upon the OFDM signal; it can be applied to other digital 
signals (e.g. single carrier systems). However it is be- 
lieved that the greatest benefit will be obtained when 
used in conjunction with the OFDM transmission sys- 
tem. 

[0034] Particularly when implemented in the frequen- 
cy diversity mode described above, the diversity tech- 
nique described using soft-decision decoding can have 
application in facilitating hand-over in multi-frequency 
networks, such as used for mobile telephones. That is, 
as a receiver moves through such a network, there is a 
need for the receiver to re-tune to new transmitters, de- 
sirably in a seamless way. The present system can pro- 
vide the means to achieve this, thereby effectively im- 
proving the coverage in the overlap area between trans- 
mitters. 

[0035] A DVB-T implementation of the system can be 
made using the already available LSI Logic demodulator 
chips L64780 and L64724 manufactured by LSI Logic 
Corporation, 1551 McCarthy Boulevard, Milpitas, Cali- 
fornia 95035, USA. The L64780 is the DVB-T demodu- 
lator and produces soft-decision data at its output. The 
L64724 is used as the Viterbi and Reed-Solomon error 
correctors (although in practice it is a full satellite de- 
modulator chip). The added components for the diver- 
sity system can be positioned at the interface between 
these two chips. The L64780 also produces signals to 
synchronise the diversity system and implement the 
squelch described above. 

[0036] Thus in summary, a system has been de- 
scribed which allows diversity reception of two or more 
signals which carry the same data signal, but which suf- 
fer different transmission channel impairments. The 
system allows seamless combination of the two signals 
in a way that allows for the optimum data output to be 
produced. The technique applies equally for (a) antenna 
spatial diversity, (b) antenna polarisation or (c) pattern 
diversity, or (d) frequency diversity, allowing possible 
applications in many data transmission applications in- 
cluding DVB-T, DAB and DRM. In an alternative ar- 
rangement, the technique can be applied to switch be- 
tween any two or more of (a) antenna spatial diversity, 
(b) antenna polarisation or pattern diversity, or (c) fre- 
quency diversity. 



Claims 

1 . A diversity receiver for receiving signals transmitted 
at radio frequency, the diversity receiver being 
adapted to operate in different diversity modes in 
accordance with a plurality of different diversity 
types comprising at least two of: 



(a) antenna spatial diversity; 

(b) antenna polarisation diversity; 

(c) antenna pattern diversity; or 

(d) frequency diversity; 

5 

the receiver including monitoring means for moni- 
toring the quality of the received signals, and control 
means coupled to the monitoring means and re- 
sponsive to the signal quality being below a prede- 
10 termined level to command a change in the diversity 
mode of operation of the receiver. 

2. A diversity receiver according to claim 1, further 
comprising at least one tuner and digital demodu- 

15 lator, the digital demodulator providing a succes- 
sion of output values representative of the values 
of the received OFDM signals- and of confidence 
values representing a measure of the confidence 
with which the received signals represent each of 

20 those output values. 

3. A diversity receiver for receiving signals transmitted 
at radio frequency, the diversity receiver being 
adapted to operate in different diversity modes in 

25 accordance with a plurality of different diversity 
types comprising at least two of: 

(a) antenna spatial diversity; 

(b) antenna polarisation diversity or antenna 
30 pattern diversity; or 

(c) frequency diversity; 

the receiver including monitoring means for moni- 
toring the quality of the received signals, and control 
35 means coupled to the monitoring means and re- 
sponsive to the signal quality being below a prede- 
termined level to command a change in the diversity 
mode of operation of the receiver. 

40 4. An automatic rotator for receiving digital radio-fre- 
quency signals from an unspecified direction, com- 
prising: 

a first antenna and at least one.second anten- 
45 na, the antennas having different directional 

sensitivities; 

tuner and demodulator circuits connected to 
the first and second antennas for extracting 
from signals received by the first and second 

so antennas respectively first and second output 

values representative of the values of the re- 
ceived digital signals and of confidence values 
representing a measure of the confidence with 
which the received signals represent the output 

55 values; and 

combining means for combining the first and 
second output values in dependence upon the 
said confidence values to provide a combined 
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signal appropriately combining the contribu- 
tions from the first and second antennas to re- 
flect the direction from which the signal is re- 
ceived. 
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(54) Diversity reception method and diversity receivers 



(57) A diversity receiver for receiving digital signals 
has a soft-decision decoder in each of its receiving sec- 
tions, to provide confidence values for the received de- 
coded digital values, and combines the values from the 
receiving sections in dependence upon the confidence 
values. The receiver is especially suitable for use with 
COFDM, and has two sections, the outputs of which are 
applied to a soft-decision combiner (32) which combines 
the signals in dependence upon confidence values re- 
ceived from the demodulators (24a, 24b). The output is 



then applied to a Viterbi decoder (34). The combining 
can simply involve switching but preferably involves av- 
eraging. Synchronisation and squelching can be provid- 
ed. The system can be used with frequency diversity, 
spatial or polarisation diversity, or with antenna pattern 
diversity, in which case it can constitute an automatic 
rotator. The system automatically switches between dif- 
ferent types of diversity reception, e.g. frequency and 
spatial diversity, in dependence upon the received sig- 
nal quality. 
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